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Internal News Update for Euromines Members  
Not for public discussion 

 

Rolf Kuby appointed as the new Director of Euromines 
Euromines President Mr. Mark Rachovides officially announces that the Steering Committee has 

decided to appoint Mr. Rolf Kuby as the new Director of Euromines, starting 1 March 2021. Mr. Kuby's 

most recent roles were Head of EU Brussels Office of Wirtschaftsvereinigung Stahl and previously 

Director External Affairs and Head of EU office at Aurubius. 

 

He has an extensive experience with over 22 

years in public affairs and EU advocacy and 8 

years active involvement in sustainability 

strategies. Mr. Kuby is also a senior expert in 

EU Sustainability, Environment, Climate and 

Energy policies. 

 “We are delighted to welcome Rolf, his 

excellent experience and stature will 

bring new direction to Euromines as we 

look forward to the opportunities of the 

European recovery” says Euromines 

President Mr. Mark Rachovides. 
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Policy 

 

European Raw Materials Alliance (ERMA) 
The European Raw Materials Alliance aims to connect industrial actors, Member States, and civil 

society to build resilience and strategic autonomy for the rare earths and magnets value chain in 

Europe. The Alliance aims at identifying barriers, opportunities, and investment possibilities at all 

stages of the raw materials value chain - from mining to waste recovery - while at the same time 

addressing the sustainability and social impacts.  

On January 13th, Euromines had an Introductory video call with ERMA aiming at: 

• understanding the vision, mission, and objectives 

• identifying cooperation projects and best ways for Euromines (mining industry) to support 
ERMA, such as joint projects responding to raw material challenges along industrial 
ecosystems and within the wider society as well as tailored solutions to industry needs solving 
also regulatory bottlenecks: 

• assessing EU funding opportunities and financing sources and potential investment 
opportunities inside and outside Europe: 

Euromines agreed during the meeting to elaborate a fist list of industry related bottlenecks as well 

as suggested solutions, discuss them with other industries along the value chains and finally aim to 

have a joint industry position paper.  

 

EU Raw Materials Policy 
Euromines met with DG Grow in January 2021, discussed the current DG GROW raw materials-

related objectives, priorities and upcoming projects and tried to identify not only the best ways for 

Euromines to support the Commission’s efforts but also cooperation projects. 

The following topics, to be further detailed by Mr. Peter Handley during the Euromines Policy 

Committee meeting scheduled for 1st March 2021, have been discussed during the meeting:  

• CRM Action Plan: The Commission aims at mobilizing and ensuring the necessary investments 
for the implementation of the 10 points included on the CRM Action Plan; 

• Strategic value chains/ecosystems: The Commission aims at mobilizing the necessary 
investments necessary for an efficienct development and implementation of the strategic 
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European value chains/ecosystems. In this context, Euromines was invited to prepare a list of raw 
materials mining projects that could be further financed. The projects should be aligned to the 
above-mentioned list of ecosystems and the CRM Action plan;  

• Ensuring funds are efficiently directed towards raw materials projects. Together with the 
Member States, the Commission aims at including in the national strategic plans benefiting from 
EU Recovery Funds several projects referring to raw materials mining, processing, manufacturing, 
recovery, and recycling. In this context, Euromines and its members have been invited to contact 
their national authorities and ask for mining projects to be included on the national lists benefiting 
from EU Recovery Funds;  

• Investing in 3rd countries: The Commission aims at identifying and supporting/financing raw-
materials, responsible sourcing, and weaknesses in recycling processes - related projects in 
Canada, UK, Ukraine, Serbia, and Africa.  

 

EU principles for sustainable raw materials 
The set of principles for sustainable raw materials in Europe has been developed by the Raw Materials 

Supply Group (RMSG) Subgroup “Exchanging best practices on land use planning, permitting and 

geological knowledge” to reflect the practices that are followed within the European Union and 

that are expected to be applied also by new entrants to the market. 

The principles feed into an integrated approach to sustainable raw materials extraction and 

processing in Europe in terms of social-, environmental- and economic performance. They should 

align the understanding of sustainable raw materials extraction (from exploration to post-closure) 

and processing operations amongst Member States and define the general direction towards the 

SDGs. The principles will build upon main elements of existing EU legislation concerning 

sustainability and refer to internationally agreed sustainable raw materials extraction and processing 

initiatives. The principles do not impose any obligations on the Member States or the industry. 

Development of indicators and certification is outside the scope of this action.   

Following the last meeting of the Subgroup in December 2020, the European Commission circulated 

the third draft of the document which takes into consideration the comments submitted by 

Euromines. The final version of the documents is expected to be published during the next two 

months.  

 

Critical Raw Materials 
On January 6th, 2021 the European Parliament published the fifth edition of an annual EPRS 

publication aimed at identifying and framing some of the key issues and policy areas that are likely 

to feature on the political agenda of the European Union over the coming year. The topics analysed 

are: the Covid-19 race for a vaccine; the recovery plan; access to food; inequality; challenges for 

culture and the performing arts; a digital boost for the circular economy; critical raw materials; 

border controls; Turkey and the eastern Mediterranean; and the new US administration. 

With regards to Critical Raw Materials, the report states that 2021 will be the year when the European 

Raw Materials Alliance, established in October 2020 with the purpose of addressing the gaps in 

existing supply chains and overcoming the shortages of technologies, capabilities, and skills, will start 

to make its mark. The EU will also launch research and innovation activities to improve circular and 

sustainable use of resources, focusing on waste processing (to obtain secondary CRMs), substitution 

of CRMs with non-critical materials, and developing advanced materials. This will be financed 

through EU multi-annual funding programmes and national resources. Also in 2021, a mapping 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659436/EPRS_IDA(2021)659436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/659436/EPRS_IDA(2021)659436_EN.pdf
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exercise will be launched to identify possible supplies of secondary CRMs from European stocks and 

wastes. In addition, the EU will step up its efforts to increase domestic sourcing of CRMs.  

To accelerate the deployment of new projects, Horizon Europe will start in 2021 to research the 

processes for exploitation and processing of CRMs with reduced environmental impacts. In parallel, 

the Commission will help with facilitating national approval procedures while maintaining current 

high environmental standards.  

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Finance 
 

 

Euromines Sustainable Finance Task Force 
The Euromines Sustainable Finance Task Force, made up of members of the Energy, Environment 

& Policy Committees, has been meeting on a weekly basis since mid-November to complete 

sustainable financing criteria for the mining, extractive and processing sectors, based on draft 

documents presented to Euromines members at the General Assembly of May 2020. Drafts were 

sent to Eurometaux and the Non-Energy Extractive Industries Panel (NEEIP) for a two-week 

consultation of their members in January 2021. This work has culminated in the adoption of a joint 

position with the NEEIP, which now forms the confidential ‘negotiation mandate’ for industry 

representatives on the EU Sustainable Finance Platform. 

Meanwhile, in the Sustainable Finance Platform itself, assigned experts have agreed to work on 

criteria for Biodiversity, Circular Economy, Pollution & Water that would cover mining & quarrying as 

a whole – at the 2-NACE-digit level; NACE Codes B07 & B08. To meet the criteria for “substantial 

contributions” to these environmental objectives; policies, commitments and reporting of data will 

not be accepted as sufficient – they will need to be associated with actions and demonstrated 

progress towards disclosed objectives. There starts to be a general consensus amongst the experts 

that the environmental impacts of mining are context dependent. The Platform experts are 

required to submit their first draft criteria for plenary discussion by 9 February 2021. 
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Speech of Commissioner McGuinness' remarks at UN Roundtable 
On 20th January 2021 Commissioner McGuinness pointed out in her speech at UN Roundtable on 

Extractive Industries and Sustainable Development in the UNECE region ‘We want to shift 
investment towards raw material projects that are sustainable, support UN initiatives that raise 
public awareness of the role of extractive industries and set expectations as a large consumer 
region for sustainable and responsible sourcing by the extractive industry.’ She also added that 

‘Sustainable products must be made from clean and ethically sourced raw materials.’ 

Read to full speech here. 

 

 

 

 

EU Industry 
 

Commission hosts first meeting of the new Industrial Forum to support 

greening, digitalisation and resilience of EU industry 
 

The New Industrial Strategy for Europe announced in 2020 the setting up the Industrial Forum as a 

new, inclusive and open mechanism for co-designing solutions with stakeholders, supporting the 

Commission in its systematic analysis of the ecosystems and in assessing the risks and needs of 

industry as it embarks on the twin, green and digital, transition and the strengthening of its 

resilience. The Industrial Forum shall also contribute to the coordination of recovery efforts, as a 

forum for Member States and industry to exchange best practices aiming at the transformation of 

industrial ecosystems. The Industrial Forum will build on, contribute to and complement the work 

carried out by the COMPET Council and the High-Level Group for Competitiveness . It will offer a 

sounding board for stakeholders and showcase the state of the European competitiveness – and 

the progress towards industrial transformation, bringing together the views of industrial 

stakeholders, public authorities, civil society organisations and investors. 

The main tasks of the Forum will be to provide the Commission with expert advice on the 

implementation of the New EU Industrial Strategy published in March 2020 and to support the 

Commission in its systematic analysis of the different industrial ecosystems and to assist the 

Commission in relation to the implementation of existing Union legislation, programmes and 

policies. On February 1st, during first meeting the members discussed the best ways to support the 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/mcguinness/announcements/commissioner-mcguinness-remarks-un-roundtable-extractive-industries-and-sustainable-development_en
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Commission in the analysis of the different industrial ecosystems. Participants will also give input to 

the update of the Industrial Strategy and discuss the operational aspects of the Forum. 

The Forum’s members include representatives of Member States and stakeholders from industry, 

academia, civil society, trade unions and other organisations. Although Euromines, together with 

other partner associations along the value chain have submitted  their application to become 

members of the Forum they have all been rejected. So far Euromines contested the response and is 

currently waiting for an answer.  

 

 

EU Industry Days 2021 
Official page of the EU Industry Days 2021 is now live: https://euindustrydays.eu/  

 

The 2021 edition of EU Industry Days focuses on opportunities. Amid the accelerated transformation 

and the changing global competitive landscape, the European industrial strategy builds a business 

case for greener, more digital and resilient industry. It provides tools to support our industrial 

ecosystems in this transformation and reinforce their global competitiveness. At the same time, it 

replies to Europe’s societal call to create new quality jobs while respecting planetary boundaries. 

Since the first edition in 2017, the EU Industry Days established themselves as the European 

Commission’s main platform for an open stakeholder dialogue and discussion on industry. In 2021 

the Industry Days will be fully digital. And bigger, as this edition will encompass even more various 

views and opinions in panel discussions, keynote speeches, networking opportunities, digital 

exposition, podcast and many exciting announcements concerning various opportunities offered by 

the industrial transition.  

The 2021 EU Industry Days will take place in a special context. The EC wants the next 10 years to be 

Europe’s digital decade. And the new 2030 target for emission reduction of at least 55% to bring 

significant opportunities for our companies.  The COVID pandemic has disrupted both the economic 

and social reality. But Europe will not divert from the green and digital direction, but rather accelerate 

the transformation using the ongoing recovery efforts. The main question will be asked is how to use 

this crisis as a unique opportunity to rethink our economic, social and industrial reality. As a 

catalyst for change and new growth opportunities.  

In the following days the event page will include more than 100 local events, as well as detailed list 

of speakers. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3743
https://euindustrydays.eu/
https://euindustrydays.eu/
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Energy and Climate Change 
 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 
The expected proposal, foreseen as part of the European Green Deal, would be aimed at addressing 
a difference in the level of ambition of climate action around the world compared to that of the 
European Union. Specifically, it would aim to ensure that the price of imports into the EU accurately 
reflect their carbon content. In the context of the European Green Deal, raised EU ambition 
compared to countries around the world could lead to a shift in production from the EU to other 
countries with lower ambition for emission reduction, or the replacement of EU products by more 
carbon-intensive imports (carbon leakage). 

So far, the Commission aims at applying the upcoming system only to a few selected sectors, mining 
not included. For the European mining companies this would mean a potential change in the 
Emission Trading rules, loss of free allowances and elimination of indirect costs reimbursement.  

Throughout the negotiation process Euromines will aim at keeping free allowances and the 

reimbursement of indirect costs, protect European exports and promote CBAM only as a 

complementary instrument to ETS, not as an alternative.  

Euromines participated in both public consultations and is now preparing for negotiating the draft 
legislative proposal expected to be published in April/May 2021.  

The Euromines CBAM Task Force agreed during its last meeting held in January 2021, on the 

following Action Points to be completed by end of February 2021: 

• Each of the TF members will assess their position (company/country/industry) regarding the 
CBAM and send an email to the Euromines secretariat by Friday 22nd January including: 

o Main concerns with regards to the implementation of such an instrument 

o Main messages to be circulated on behalf of Euromines to the EU level decision 
makers/consultant 

o List of stakeholders the Euromines TF should meet with to discuss the above 

• Based on the information received, the Euromines secretariat will prepare an internal integrated 
strategy and next steps including the list of stakeholders we should meet with (deadline (end 
January) 
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• The Euromines secretariat will try to set up a meeting with Mr. Gerassimos Thomas, new Director-
General (DG TAXUD) 

 

Updating the EU Emissions Trading System 
To set the EU on a sustainable path to achieve climate neutrality by 2050, the Commission has 

proposed in the Communication on stepping up the EU’s 2030 climate ambition an EU-wide, 

economy-wide net greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of at least 55% in 2030 (compared to 

1990).  

Building on the existing 2030 legislation and the Communication on stepping up the EU’s 2030 
climate ambition, the Commission has already begun the amendment of key relevant legislation. The 
process includes a coherent set of changes to, notably, the EU Emissions Trading System Directive. 
This includes the extension of the EU ETS to new sectors, the restructuring of the free 
allocation/auctioning ratio as well as a change in the overall cap.  

The main objective for Euromines along the legislative process is to keep free allocation without any 

additional conditions/tiering and indirect cost compensation at benchmark level, to try to avoid the 

implementation of any CSCF, and to support a separate ETS pool for transport/buildings.  

In November, the European Commission launched a 12-week public consultation on amending the 
EU Emissions Trading System (deadline 5 February 2021). The public consultation aims to gather 
feedback from stakeholders on the revision of the EU emissions trading system and its contribution 
to the proposal to raise the 2030 climate target to at least 55%. It is very important to note that the 
questionnaire focuses on specialised and detailed questions on the ETS design, scope and needed 
changes to best achieve the revised 2030 climate target.  

The Euromines energy and climate change committee is currently finalizing its input to the public 
consultation as well as its position towards the main topics approached in the questionnaire.  

 

EU ETS (Revised Benchmark Values) 
As part of the ETS (phase IV), the draft measure would set out the revised benchmark values meant 
to apply to the harmonised free allocation of emission allowances for the period from 2021 to 2025. 

The first set of values in the legislative act include the benchmark value (for 2021-2025) without 
consideration of exchangeability of fuel and electricity for several products. The second section 
includes the benchmarks with consideration of exchangeability of fuel and electricity for additional 
products, with the third section including benchmarks for heat and fuel. The draft measure is 
expected to determine the revised benchmark values for free allocation for the period of 2021-2025 
in accordance with Article 10a (paragraph 2) of the revision (phase IV) of the EU ETS Directive.  

Euromines as well as other stakeholders have raised concerns about the new methodology used to 
determine the revised benchmark values for free allocation of allowances. Several comments 
identified a lack of consistency in the methodology determining benchmarks and free allocation 
between the third and the fourth trading phases of the EU ETS. At the same time, several comments 
suggested that the revised benchmarks as set out in the draft measure do not reflect the reality of 
industry and will not serve to incentivise low-carbon solutions.  

Once the draft measure is approved by the Council Climate Change Committee, the Commission 
would then adopt the measure. The measure would then be published in the EU Official Journal and 
subsequently enter into force. 
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Climate Law 
The proposal for a European Climate Law sets a binding target for climate neutrality by 2050, with 

the empowerment to the Commission for setting a trajectory for climate-neutrality in 2050 beginning 

after 2030. Having adopted its general approach, the Council is now able to prepare for 

interinstitutional (trilogue) negotiations with the European Parliament. Having adopted its Report on 

the proposal, the Parliament is expected to prepare for interinstitutional (trilogues) negotiations with 

the Council. 

The next round of trilogue negotiations is set for 2 February 2021. Interinstitutional negotiations 
('trilogues') between the Council and the Parliament will continue in the coming months with a view 
to reaching a first-reading agreement on the proposal. Both the Council and the European Parliament 
would need to confirm this agreement. The agreed text could then be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union before entering into force. 

Euromines submitted in spring 2020 its official Position Paper and starting the second half of 2020 a 

series of amendments to the Climate Law to several MEPs. Euromines will continue to meet MEPs 

and follow the legislative process while aiming to protects and raise awareness of the industry 

interests. 

 

 

 

Environment 
 

Industrial Emissions Directive Review 
The revision of the IED directive, in conjunction with the revision of the E-PRTR Regulation, stems 

from the EU Green Deal and the Zero Pollution Action Plan. Although our sector is not included for 

the time being it is important to monitor and identify in due time strong arguments to be presented 

to DG Env, DG Grow and Member States on why mining should not be covered by this particular 

Directive. Arguments will be set in an Euromines Position Paper that is currently being drafted. 

Euromines, together with the other sectors part of the IED Alliance and Business Europe’s 

Environmental WG is participating at the Commission meetings and is connected to other sectors 

through the. Also, we keep in close contact with DG Grow and DG Env on this matter. 

The IED public and targeted consultations have both deadlines on 23 March. We aim to deliver 

feedback on the public consultation by end of February. 



Euromines Update 
 

 
 
 

 
10 | P a g e  

 

European Association of Mining Industries, Metal Ores & Industrial Minerals 

The help of Euromines members at national level would be highly appreciated in contacting 

your ministries and provide them with arguments against inclusion of IED. Enough resistance 

from MS to include mining in the IED may encourage the Commission to finally decide to withdraw 

their plans. 

 

Global Tailing Standard after Brumadinho disaster 
Investors, community representatives from Brumadinho, ICMM and leading experts reviewed the 

progress made over the past two years to address the risk of future tailings dam disasters at a virtual 

event on 25 January 2021. The Bishop of Birmingham led an act of remembrance for all those 

impacted by the disaster. A press release is available at this link. Possible commitment by Euromines 

member companies to the Global Tailing Standard is planned to be discussed at the next EM Env 

Com meeting. 

 

Risk Management Study 
The Euromines Environment and Health & Safety Committee members submitted their comments 

before the deadline of 26 January. All Euromines comments have been uploaded on the Redmine 

platform before 29 January. A final version of the comments will be shared with the Environment 

Committee members. During the kickoff meeting (in March - no date set yet) it will be decided which 

key activities will be included in the document. Based on that a final report will be prepared later 

during the year by the consultants. 

 

Priority Substances Ag (new) and Ni (existing PS) 
Euromines is participating as stakeholder in the Silver (Ag) expert subgroup. Other participants are 

JRC, BE (Wallonia), DE, FR, NL, SE, and pro-industry consultant ArcheConsulting. 

Discussions are still between ecotoxicologists on usability of new data and new scientific papers. Next 

discussions will concern correctly deriving an EQS. The planning has been delayed and JRC is aiming 

to finish the dossier at the end of March 21. 

Euromines cosigned a paper together with other sector organizations that urges to apply correct 

data handling practices for selecting PS. The final version will be presented at the Env Com meeting 

of 24/02/2021. 

A special WG Chemicals meeting on the review of some existing EQS (such as Nickel) will take place 

at 3 and 4 February. 

Member States Netherlands and Italy reminded DG Env during the WG Chem meeting of 15/12/2020 

about the long-lasting delay for the final release of the Bioavailability based EQS guidance. The use 

of this guideline may be relevant for determining EQSes for metal dossier. 
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Magnesite 
 

 

Research Project - Carbon Capture Tailored for Magnesia Production 
Climate change is an undeniable and critical global challenge and its causes must be addressed by 

everybody. The transition to a low-carbon economy and achieving the EU climate targets will 

require large amounts of resources and efforts. The European magnesia sector recognizes the need 

to respond to this challenge and is committed to take the necessary measures to ensure that it is 

part of the solution. Therefore, the European magnesia sector decided last year to carry out a 

research project on carbon capture together with Montanuniversitaet Leoben. This project 

contained a study on carbon capture tailored for magnesia production. The overall aim of the 

project was to identify, further develop and demonstrate the techno-economically most feasible 

technique for CO2 capture under the specific boundary conditions of magnesia production. The 

final results of the study were presented in December 2020. 

 

Review of Waste Shipment Regulation 1013/2006 
The Commission reviews the EU rules on waste shipments. The purpose of this review is to ensure 

how to facilitate that EU policy on waste shipments promotes recycling in the EU to support the 

transition to the circular economy. The review will also explore ways to reduce the export of waste. 

As part of the revision, the European Commission held a public consultation that ran until 30 July 

2020 and a stakeholder workshop that was held 23-24 September 2020. Euromines participated in 

the public consultation (incl. position paper) as well as in the workshop.  The Commission intends to 

adopt its proposal in the first quarter of 2021. Euromines will continue to monitor the future 

amendments to the legislation and its impact on the industry. 

Read the Position Paper here. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/7567584-Waste-shipments-revision-of-EU-rules/public-consultation
file:///C:/Users/pawlowska/Desktop/Climate%20Law/Waste%20Shipment/WSR%20Euromines%20Position%20Paper.pdf
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Health and Safety 
 

 

OSH Project final results 
The project focuses on identifying the current Occupational Health and Safety (OSH) status of the 

extractive industries in the five EU member states (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and 

Spain) with the assistance of the National and European associations and federations of the extractive 

sector. Aiming to identify the gaps and needs of extractive SMEs and micro enterprises this project 

covers not only the traditional but also the new and emerging risks to occupational safety and health. 

The knowledge gathered has been used to develop training material and self-assessment tool to 

help employees comply with occupational health and safety legislation. Another important objective 

of the project was to raise awareness on OSH. The main deliverables promote the safe and healthy 

behavior and provide useful information on how to deal with the most common risks present on site. 

Finally, the project allowed for creating a network of collaboration among the representatives of 

employers and those of employees in five Member States. Please visit https://minesafety.eu/ to learn 

more about the project and the final deliverables which, we hope, will be useful for the companies in 

our sector. 

 

European Pillar of Social Rights: Adapting social protection systems to 

demographic change, modern labour markets and diverse life phases 

and choices 
BusinessEurope calls on the European Commission to include in its Action plan to implement the 

European Pillar of Social Rights an action aiming to encourage Member States to modernise their 

social security protection systems to make them fit to cope with both the short-term consequences 

of the Covid-19 crisis and the need to improve structural performance of social systems. These 

changes would encourage Member States to make their labour markets attractive for workers, 

especially those (re-) starting their careers, and for companies to invest. Improved social systems 

should provide incentives to remain on the labour market and protect workers, when needed. 

The transition to modern social protection systems should aim at:  

https://minesafety.eu/
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• Reducing tax wedge on labour: one of the main obstacles to this goal is high tax wedge. High 

levels of labour taxation or social contributions negatively affect employment by reducing 

incentives for employers to hire more staff.  

• Modernizing national pension systems is necessary to ensure their financial sustainability as 

well as embrace longer working lives and more diversified careers.  

• Designing minimum income schemes through improved benchmarking and coordination 

at EU level, to ensure better support for those in need, focusing not only on income 

protection but also on raising their employability to promote employment.  

 

Representativeness study of the Extractive Industries SSDC to be 

launched in 2021 
The European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound), 

whose role is to provide knowledge to assist in the development of better social, employment and 

work-related policies will launch the representativeness study for our sector this year.  

The aim of this representativeness study is to identify the sector-related national and supranational 

social partners – that is, the trade unions and employer organisations – in the field of industrial 

relations in the extractive industries sector, and to show how these actors relate to the sector’s 

European interest associations of labour and business. The impetus for this study, and for similar 

studies in other sectors, arises from the aim of the European Commission to identify the 

representative social partner associations to be consulted under the provisions of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). 

 

Right to Disconnect (EP Resolution): European Parliament Resolution 

Now Available 
The European Parliament's Resolution on the creation of a right to disconnect draws attention to the 

sharp and lasting increase in teleworking due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Resolution was 

adopted on 21 January 2021. It underlines that digital technologies have increased the flexibility of 

work and offered the possibilities for better work-life balance. However, the document stresses that 

a clear framework that promotes personal flexibility and the protection of workers' rights is important 

as the constant connectivity has increased expectations for workers to be reached at any moment. In 

particular, the Resolution highlights the finding of several studies of the negative impact of the 

interruptions of workers' non-working time and extension of their working hours and the increasing 

body of evidence that underlines the positive effects of work-life balance. Furthermore, the 

Resolution underscores the lack of Regulations to protect workers' right to disconnect in an 

increasingly digitalised workplace, except in a few Member States. Consequently, the Resolution calls 

on the Commission to evaluate and address the risks of not protecting the right to disconnect and to 

present a legislative framework to establish minimum requirements for remote work across the EU. 

BusinessEurope strongly opposed to the proposal for a directive on the right to disconnect. Whilst it 

has been acknowledged that the use of digital tools at the workplace brings benefits, but also 

challenges, a directive is not the right way to deal with this. Rather than prescriptive legal 

requirements, this issue can only be effectively dealt with at company level, to find solutions taking 

into account companies’ and workers’ needs. This is based on collaboration and dialogue, including, 

where relevant, between social partners. A legal approach would also be detrimental to the 

autonomy and flexibility desired by most workers. 
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Communication 
 

Key Messages on Sustainable Finance  
Euromines Communication Committee is closely cooperating with Sustainable Finance Task Force 

on defining the key messages we should communicate to the outside world. We must demonstrate 

that our industry is sustainable.  

There have been several misunderstandings and negative messages circulated amongst the 

members of the SF Platform (working groups) with regards to our industry. Especially, the financial 

institutions do not seem to understand what we do, and how our industry is actually a low carbon 

economy enabler. Therefore, we have to ensure that all our messages and contribution are correctly 

understood and endorsed by third parties. 

Our primary target audience is the SF Platform and its members. We believe that many of Euromines 

members will have different occasions and opportunities to talk to the members of the Platform. Our 

aim is to prepare a set of key messages where everybody will pick those key messages that are 

relevant for a particular audience/occasion.  

To avoid greenwashing accusations, we are collecting and looking for more examples from our 

members that illustrate our general key messages.  

 

Argus Metals Conference – Euromines led panel 
Euromines was invited to lead one of the panel at the International Argus Metals Conference to be 

held ONLINE from 16-18 March 2021. Argus Metals Live will deliver business critical insights and 

content tailored for the Americas, European and Asia-Pacific time zones. Engage with the expert 

speakers and ask questions during the live Q&As sessions. All conference sessions will be recorded 

and available to view on demand after the live event so you can catch up on what you may have 

missed. 

 

On behalf of Euromines the following speakers are confirmed: 
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1) Panel on Decarbonisation of mining  

• Jan Moström, LKAB  

• Radoslaw Zydok, KGHM 

• Stefan Rathausky, RHI Magnesita  

• Mirona Coropciuc, Euromines 

 

2) Panel on Sustainable Finance 

• Mark Rachovides, Euromines  

• Luis Martins, Assimagra and Cluster Portugal Mineral Resources 

 

Euromines members can receive 10% off the current rate with the promotional code: 

EUROMINES10 

Discover more and secure your place here: http://bit.ly/36q0nge 

 

 

NGOs 

 

Mining-related Bankwatch report 
Bankwatch published on January 28th a report on the environment and social impacts of mining: 

“RAW DEAL Does the new EU development model mean more of the same destructive 

mining?” The report summarises the proposed frameworks connected with the European Green 

Deal and lists the problems they think are related to environmental, social and human rights 

standards in the supply chains crucial for this new EU growth strategy.  

According to Bankwatch, the Commission must counterbalance the procurement of the raw 

materials indispensable for the green and digital revolution with safeguards for the people affected 

by raw materials mining and for the nature destroyed by the overwhelming pressure for cheap and 

fast exploitation. The report also asks the Commission for more ambitious policies that ensure the 

use of less-exploitative and toxic-safe technologies; the restoration of the old mining sites; strict 

environmental, social and human rights due diligence for mining projects; and finally, the right for 

the communities affected by the mines and surrounding facilities to have a say. 

Euromines Committees are currently discussing the best way forward. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F36q0nge&data=04%7C01%7Csochorova%40euromines.be%7Cc91fe21c78ba49ccb78308d8c43cac4d%7C81a1c675b9de4ad7b87db44b642a244a%7C1%7C0%7C637475112169367468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Vu7m26iDzY8dAcao9dtRUbqZ7qx7lyfQJYs1m6AnsVo%3D&reserved=0
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Skills and Education 
 

The Briefcase – Offering an online teaching tool 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, schools in Europe and around the world are forced to use more 

and more online teaching tools. Educators are working hard to adapt to unprecedented 

circumstances and doing their best to provide students with new learning opportunities they can 

engage with online and at home.  

The Briefcase Project has the potential to help fill this void in education and offer teachers an 

interactive resource they can share with students contributing to the goal of understanding the 

physical world around us and improving the general knowledge of minerals and mining in society.  

Using an innovative method, it teaches students to match minerals to corresponding objects and 

encourages reflection on issues like conflict minerals, consequences of purchase decisions, as well 

as the importance of recycling and climate change, making it useful in a number of disciplines 

ranging from geology to economics.  

The Briefcase Project is a funded EIT Raw Materials Project that is orientated for Wider Society 

Learning (WSL). 

This tool is already available across a number of EU countries, ready for teachers to access and share 

with students in 20 languages. 

Read more on project website  

And try our game! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://briefcase.eitrawmaterials.eu/
https://www.thebriefcasegame.eu/
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Responses to Covid-19 
 

 

Interesting links to share: 
 

▪ ICMM - Mining with Principles (Covid-19) 

▪ European Commission - Coronavirus response 

▪ European Council - COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic: the EU's response 

▪ OECD - Tackling coronavirus (COVID‑19) 

▪ Proudfoot - Challenges as we make our way through COVID: making sense of today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://miningwithprinciples.com/category/covid-19/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/coronavirus/
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/en/
file:///C:/Users/coropciuc/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/N53IYZJE/Proudfoot%20-%20Challenges%20as%20we%20make%20our%20way%20through%20COVID:%20making%20sense%20of%20today
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Upcoming Meetings 

 

Upcoming Euromines Committee Meetings and General Assembly 
 

Please do not forget to register! In case of interest, please send an email to Azi 

bairami@euromines.be  

 
H&S Committee WebEx Call   23 February 2021  from 14:00 to 16:00 

Environment Committee WebEx Call   24 February 2021  from 09:30 to 13:30  

Communication Committee WebEx Call 24 February 2021  from 16:00 to 18:00  

Energy Committee WebEx Call  25 February 2021  from 10:00 to 13:00  

Policy Committee WebEx Call  01 March 2021  from 13:00 to 16:00 

 

Euromines General Assembly   24 March 2021  from 10:00 to 12:30  

------------------------------- 

 
We appreciate your feedback, please send your comments and suggestion to Veronika 
sochorova@euromines.be.  

mailto:bairami@euromines.be
mailto:sochorova@euromines.be

